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Was not that flattering letter which was addressed to
him by Maria Theresa, of glorious memory, in which,
while she gave the highest praises to his probity and
loyalty, this august Sovereign confided to his care,
without any caution, the regimental chest of the guards,
an authentic testimony in behalf of his honor? "Has it
been meant by the forgetfulness of this distinction to
add a new outrage to all the ingratitudes with which
some have sullied themselves, relative to this immortal
Empress? Was it intended to tax her with that levity,
that silly credulity, which blind confidence produces?
Alas! in despite of all the defects which envy so gra-
tuitously imputes to her, Maria Theresa never was sur-
rounded by such an army of knaves as those from whom
all the rigor of the present Sovereign cannot preserve us.
So true is it that gentleness and love, from a Prince to-
ward his subjects, are more efficacious means, to preserve
them within the bounds of duty, than all the violent acts
tyranny can commit.

I return to Szekely and affirm it is impossible that this
letter from the Empress Queen, though in some sort the
pledge of the fidelity of Szekely, can serve as an excuse
to the Prince of Esterhazy, whose personal negligence
cannot be justified. Did not his right, as chief of the
guards, impose it on him as a law to examine the regi-
mental chest of Szekely? And is not such an infraction
of the duties of his place most reprehensible?

Still less can be offered in defense of the fault com-
mitted by the Hungaro-Transylvanian Chancery; since
according to its instructions, it was in like manner bound
to inspect the administration of Szekely. But none of
the acts of this superior Court ought to inspire astonish-
ment, since it is no longer distinguished, except by dis-
order and ill faith; since its responsibility is no longer
anything but a word; and since its ideas of exact calcu-
lation, and of receipt and expense, are exactly as just as
those of Brambille* are on physic.

*This Brambille is first surgeon to the Emperor, by whom he has
been ennobled, and who has made him inspector of tie medical and
chirurgical academies. He is said to be an ignorant quack, and a vio-
lent satire has lately been written against him, which, if report speaksulogium on the country. The bail-cted that he shed tears. The day before he had cut off many thou-
